PREFACE
The period with which this book is mainly concerned is that of the middle-class supremacy in Eng-lands and comprises, roughly, the four mid decades of the nineteenth century. Why I have spoken of a tragedy will, I hope, become apparent as the plot develops. But it may not be out of place to recall that one essential feature of tragedy consists in the nobility of the theme* If the Victorian attempt to adapt civMhation to the requirements of a machine age must be written down as a failure^ it Is at least one of the noblest failures on human record.
More than once I have drawn on my own memory and on private information. And I must apologize for the necessity that I have been under of suppressing certain names of those not so long deada out of respect to the feelings of the living.